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(57) A safety sensing and/or release assembly (1 0) 
for a trunk or compartment of a vehicle is provided which 
is positionable within the trunk or compartment space of 
the vehicle so as to allow for opening of the trunk or com- 
partment lid (16) in response to an occupant detection 
or a manual actuation of the system from within the trunk 
or compartment (1 8). The safety assembly comprises a 
handle (12) for activating a release mechanism (14) of 
the lid (16) in order to open the compartment (18), a re- 
lease assist device (84). at least one illumination source 
(46), which is at least occasionally activated to provide 
illumination of the handle (1 2), and a control (48) for ac- 
^ tivating the assist device (84) or the illumination source 
1^ (46) in response to an occurrence of at least one acti- 
os, vating event such as when the deck lid is closed, motion 
O is sensed by a sensor (66,68) within the trunkfcompart- 
O) ment, an object having a predetermined temperature is 
W detected within the trunk/compartment, or the like. The 
assist device (84) is operable to activate the handle ( 1 2) 
^ or the release mechanism (14) to ease the opening of 
Q. 
LU 



the trunk or to automatically open the trunk in response 
to the control, and may be electrically powered, me- 
chanically powered or gas powered. The control is op- 
erable to activate the illumination source (46) for a pe- 
riod of time following occurrence of at least one activat- 
ing event, and subsequently to deactivate the illumina- 
tion source upon completion of that time period. The 
handle (1 2) of the present invention is designed for easy 
visibility in minimal lighting conditions and easy recog- 
nition even by a young child who may become trapped 
within the trunk space of the vehicle. This allows easy 
recognition and activation of the handle (12) and release 
mechanism (14) of the lid of the vehicle compartment in 
order to escape from within a trunk space. The system 
may be operable to sense ambient conditions in the ve- 
hicle compartment, and generates a control signal in re- 
sponse to the sensed conditions. This control signal ac- 
tuates indicators to notify operators of the vehicle that 
there is a person trapped in the trunk. The control signal 
is also used to actuate a lamp inside the trunk to provide 
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light for the trapped person. A trunk release is also ac- 
tuated, by a control module, to free the trapped person. 
The trunk release of the automobile can be prevented 



from being actuated if the automobile is moving, which 
prevents the trunk lid from unexpectedly opening while 
the vehicle is in motion. 
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